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NON-IMMIGRANT VISA INFORMATION

WHAT IS A NON-IMMIGRANT VISA?

A non-immigrant visa is a visa issued by American Embassies and Consulates abroad to applicants travelling to the United States for a TEMPORARY period of time.  Tourist visas, business visas, student visas, and transit visas are all examples of non-immigrant visas.

A valid non-immigrant visa allows an individual to apply for admission to the United States at an authorized port of entry.  Once there, the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) of the United States decides who may enter the United States and for how long they may stay.

WHEN SHOULD I APPLY FOR A NON-IMMIGRANT VISA?

All visa applicants should apply AT LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE of their anticipated travel.  A number of unforeseen factors can prevent the Consular Section from issuing a visa on short notice.  Please do not leave your visa application to the last minute.  

Visa applicants should normally apply at a US Embassy or consulate in their country of residence.  If you are not a resident of Suriname, interviewing officers in Paramaribo may not have experience in evaluating the circumstances in your country of residence.  You may, therefore, have greater difficulty establishing your eligibility for a US visa in Paramaribo than you would experience in your home country.  Temporary visitors to Suriname are strongly urged to apply for US visas in their country of residence.

HOW DO I APPLY FOR A NON-IMMIGRANT VISA?

Applicants apply for a non-immigrant visa at the American Embassy in Paramaribo, Suriname, located at 129 Dr. Sophie Redmonstraat, on Tuesdays and Thursdays, between the hours of 7:30 and 9:00 A.M.  All applicants older than thirteen years of age must appear in person.  All visa applicants must have ALL the following:

1. A passport valid for at least six months beyond the applicant’s intended period of stay in the United States.

2. An NIV application, Form DS-156, completed on both sides and signed.  All questions must be answered.   INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL BE REJECTED. 
3. A recent 50mm X 50mm full-faced photo on a white background.

4. A US$ 100.00 application fee, payable only in U.S. Dollars, per applicant.  This fee is to cover                                                                                                                                                                                               the cost of the application and interview.  It is not refundable, whether you receive a visa or       

      not.

5. All male applicants between the age of 16 and 45 must complete the supplemental form 

      DS- 157.  A consular officer may at his/her discretion also require other applicants to

      complete the DS-157.      

PLEASE NOTE:  Nationals of certain countries and applicants in particular visa categories pay additional visa fees.

WHAT CAN I EXPECT?

All visa applicants must qualify on their own merits.  By law, a Consular Officer is required to assume that all visa applicants desire to immigrate to the United States.  In order to qualify for a non-immigrant visa, you must prove to the Consular Officer that you have no intention to immigrate.  THE BURDEN OF PROOF IS ON YOU, THE VISA APPLICANT.   If you do not overcome this “presumption of immigration,” your visa will be denied.

When you arrive at the Embassy, the guard will assign to you a number that indicates the order in which applicants will receive visa interviews.  The initial visa pre-screening and payment collection is usually processed by 9:00 A.M.  Visa applicants are usually interviewed before 12:00 noon.

At the end of your visa interview, the Consular Officer will inform you of the result of your visa application.  Almost all applicants receive the results of their visa interview on the same day they have applied.

WHAT DOCUMENTS DO I NEED TO BRING?

All applicants should convince the visa issuing officer that they have strong ties to their place of residence.  To that end, all participants, whether applying by mail or in person, should submit whatever documents they feel will establish their ties to Suriname or French Guyana.  An applicant’s documents should also indicate to the Consular Officer which type of visa to issue, for what period of time, and for how many entries into the United States. 

There is no set list of “qualifying materials.”  Generally, any materials which indicate your ties (family, social, economic, cultural, etc.) to Suriname will be helpful.  The Consular Officer and the Consular Staff will hold all “qualifying materials” in strict confidence.

The more clearly and concisely you present your “qualifying materials,” the easier it will be for the Consular Officer to determine whether or not you are qualified for a visa. Therefore, it is to your advantage to present your “qualifying materials” in an organized form.  In the past, some of the following documents have proven to be helpful to the Consular Officer:

· A statement of employment on company letter head that indicates an applicant’s starting date and current salary

· Recent salary slips

· Documents indicating ownership of property

· Evidence of previous visas to the United States

· Surinamese bank account statements for the last six months indicating current balances.  Please, no blank letters.

· A Family Book  (Gezinsuittreksel) or proof of family ties 

· Permission to operate a business

· Evidence of sufficient funds to defray the expenses of visit to the United States

· Current valid visas of members of your household

· Evidence of “student” status

· Travel itinerary or airline tickets

PLEASE NOTE:  This list is meant to be neither exhaustive nor exclusive, nor should you assume that because you have presented all the materials listed above you will qualify for a visa.  Remember, each visa applicant who is 16 years or older must qualify for him/herself.   The Consular Section recommends that applicants who speak neither Dutch, English, nor Sranan Tongo bring someone to assist in translating.

Applicants who present false or misleading documents during the course of their interview may be found permanently ineligible for further visa consideration.  Persons who provide false documentation to applicants likewise may be found permanently ineligible for US visas. 

HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE TO GET MY VISA?

All visa applicants should apply AT LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE of their anticipated travel. 

Approved applicants will be told when they may pick up their passports.  The Consular Section attempts to make visas ready the same day by 3 P.M.; however, applicants must not/not wait until the last moment to apply.  In some cases visa applications requiring special processing can take several weeks.  THE CONSULAR SECTION ASSUMES NO RESPONSIBILITY TO PROVIDE SAME-DAY VISA SERVICE.

HOW DO I USE MY VISA?

The validity period of your visa and number of entries you are allowed are printed on the visa.  Visa holders present their valid visa and passport to an immigration inspector to apply for entry at a port of entry.  An immigration officer has the authority to grant or deny admission.  Applicants must be aware that a visa does not guarantee entry into the United States.  If the immigration officer allows entry, he/she will determine how long a person may temporarily remain in the United States.

REFUSALS

If a Consular Officer is unable to issue you a visa, he or she will explain under which section of the immigration law you have been turned down.  If your application for a visa has been refused under Section 214(b) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, it means that you were unable to overcome the presumption of being an intending immigrant.  The refusal is not permanent and applicants may submit additional applications if there has been a significant change in their circumstances.  Applicants must pay a new application fee.  

What are considered significant changes?  If you feel that your various ties (social, economic, family, etc.) have somehow strengthened since your last application, then you may consider reapplying for a visa.  Some examples of changes in cases include: marriage, a change in employment, purchasing property, etc.  Consular officers will evaluate the new information you present to determine if you are able to qualify.

Applicants who have been denied twice or more in the past six months under section 214(b) MUST WAIT AT LEAST SIX MONTHS BEFORE RE-APPLYING.   Except for cases of documented emergency, the Consular Section will not accept applications prior to the six-month period.  The Consular Section reminds all previously refused applicants that there must be significant changes in their cases in order to overcome the refusal.
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